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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Albert Farid Henry Naccache 

 
Born July 1, 1945, in Beirut, Lebanon.  Lebanese.  

Married to Tina Achcar (1968), father of Henri (born in 1970), and Samia (born in 1980). 
 
P.O.Box 113-6328,  
Beirut, Lebanon 

     anaccash@nidal.com 
 

Education : 

-  Diplômé de l'Institut d’Études Politiques de Paris, section “Politique et Sociale,” 1969. 

-  M.S., Physiology, American University of Beirut, 1972.  Thesis title: “Intersensory 

interaction and pain representation in the trigeminal system of the cat.”  

-   “Special student” at MIT Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, Fall semester 1972. 

-  Ph.D., Interdisciplinary (Graduate Council), University of California at Berkeley, 1985.  

Field of research: “The long-span history of the Mashriq and its structures.”  Dissertation title:  

“The representation of the long-time-span structures of Human History:  The case of the 

Mashriq.” 

Experience : 

-  1976 to 1981:  Owner-manager of “Aton Solar Mfg.,” Novato, CA.  Designed and 

manufactured a solar food dryer, a portable solar cooker, a concrete flat-plate collector and a 

low-technology concentrating collector. 

-  1986 to Present:  Professor at the Archaeology Department, Faculty of Letters and Social 

Sciences (section 1), Lebanese University.  Tenured, 1988.  Full Professor, 1994. 

-  Spring 1999.  Visiting lecturer at the American University of Beirut, Arabic and Near 

Eastern Languages Department.  Course title:  “Arabic before Islam.” 

-  Summer 2000 - Summer 2003:  Linguist in a multidisciplinary research team funded 

under the “Origine de l’Homme, du Langage et des Langues” program of the French CNRS. 
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-  Spring 2001:  Visiting lecturer at the Graduate Liberal Studies Program (GLSP), 

Wesleyan University, Connecticut.  Course title: “The Roots of Civilizations:  Emergence of 

Human Cultures in the Fertile Crescent.” 

-  Spring 2002:  Visiting lecturer at Université Lyon Lumière, DEA-LCE “Etudes Arabes,”  

Course title: “L’Émergence de l’Arabe.” 

-  Summer 2002:  Visiting lecturer at the GLSP, Wesleyan University.  Course title: 

“Teaching: A Darwinian Perspective.” 
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LIST OF  PUBLICATIONS : 

Naccache, A., 1971:  La Rentabilité des Investissements en Urbanisme.  Monographie, 114 

pages.  Direction Générale de l'Urbanisme.  Beyrouth.  Liban. 

Banna N.R., Naccache A., Jabbur S.J., 1972:  “Picrotoxin-like action of bicuculline,” 

European Journal of Pharmacology, 17:2, 301-2. 

Naccach, A. F., 1978a:  “Integrated Food Preservation Center,” p. 46-51 in Böer K. W. and G. 

E Franto (eds) Proceedings of the 1978 Annual Meeting of the American Section of the 

International Solar Energy Society. 

Naccach, A. F., 1978b:  “Solar Concentrator for Interplanetary Applications,” p. 901-3 in 

Böer K. W. and G. E. Franto (eds) Proceedings of the 1978 Annual Meeting of the 

American Section of the International Solar Energy Society. 

 Naccach, A. F., 1979:  “Low cost, Low technology 3.4x concentrating collector for 

industrial/agricultural applications,” p. 357 in Proceeding of the Silver Jubilee of the 

International Solar Energy Society.  Denver, Colorado. 

Naccach, A. F., 1981:  “High Performance Open-Flow Concrete FPC for “Metal-Poor” 

Middle-East,” p.244-248 in Proceedings of the 1981 Annual Meeting of the American 

Section of the International Solar Energy Society. 

Naccache, A. F., 1983: “Sheet-flow concrete solar collector.”  United States Patent # 

4,378,788. 

Naccache, A., 1988:  “Archaeology and the writing of Ancient Arab History,” al-fikr al-
carabi, 58, August. (in Arabic) 

Naccache, A. F., 1989:  “A 9th Century AD Judeo-Aramaic Epitaph from Bcalbak,” 

Orientalia, ns., 58:2, 243-245. 

Naccache, A. and H. Zeineh, 1989:  The Kish Charm (MAD V, 8), the oldest legible and 

complete literary composition to have come down to us.  Sharikat el-Matbucat lil-tawzic 

wal-nashr.  Beirut. (in Arabic) 

Naccache, A., 1991:  « Un Passé à Notre Futur, » L'Orient/Le Jour, les 3, 5, 6 et 7 août 1991. 
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Naccache, A., 1992a:  « Beyrouth. Découvrons son passé en construisant son futur, » 

L'Orient/Le Jour, les 11et 12 mai 1992.  

Naccache, A., 1992b:  “The present state of archaeology in Lebanon,” p. 43-71 in Proceedings 

of the seminar ‘The protection of archaeology in Lebanon,” June 28, 1991, Beirut.  

Lebanese commission of UNESCO.  Beirut. (in Arabic) 

Naccache, A., n.d.:  “On some implications of the Tadmurean Aramaic Arabic diglossia,”  

Paper read at the Palmyra and the Silk Road conference, Palmyra, Syria, 1992. 

Naccache, A., 1994:  “Archaeology and the rewriting of Lebanese History,” p. 59-69 in 

Proceedings of the seminar ‘Defending Lebanon's Archaeological Heritage,’ held 28-29 

January 1994, in Beirut. Cultural Council for South-Lebanon.  Beirut. (in Arabic) 

Naccache, A. F. H., 1995:  « Ammu Rafi' et ses cousins, » p. 263-268 in M. Yon et al. (eds), 

Le Pays d'Ougarit autour de 1200 av. J.-C., Actes du Colloque International, Paris, 

1993.  ERC.  Paris. 

Naccache, A., 1996a:  “The historical perspective on the reconstruction of Beirut's 

Downtown,” p. 72-105 in Proceedings of the conference ‘Beirut, the cultural 

perspective on the reconstruction of Downtown,’ April 3, 1996.  Lebanese commission 

of UNESCO.  Beirut. (in Arabic) 

Naccache, A. F., 1996b:  “The Empire of the Amorites revisited,” p. 29-51 in F. Ismail (ed.) 

Proceedings of the Colloquium ‘Syria and the Ancient Near East, 3000 to 300 BC’, 

Aleppo, Oct. 1992.  

Naccache, A. F., 1996c:  “El's abode in his land,” p. 249-272 in N. Wyatt et al. (eds), Ugarit, 

religion and culture.  Ugarit-Verlag. Munster. 

Naccache, A. F., 1996d:  “On some insights gained through an Arabic reading of Epigraphic 

Tadmurean Aramaic,” p. 97-113 in Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies, 

Vol. 26. 

Naccache, A. F., 1996e:  “The price of progress.   How short-sighted government policies 

favored development at the expense of archaeology,” Archaeology, vol. 49, 4, 51-54. 

Naccache, A. F., 1998:  "Beirut Memorycide: Hear no Evil, See no Evil", p. 140-158 in L. 

Meskell (ed.) Archaeology under fire: Nationalism, Politics and Heritage in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and Middle East.  Routledge.  London. 
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Naccache, A. F., 1999:  “A Brief History of Evolution”, History and Theory, 38:4. p. 10-32. 

Naccache, A. F., forth:  “Accumulation and Emergence in Cultural Evolution: the Case of the 

Neolithic “Revolution”.” in Proceedings of the 3ICAANE, Paris, April 2002.  

Eisenbrauns.   

Not published : 
 

Naccache, A. F., n.d.:  “Landmarks along the Path of Language Evolution,” written version of  

“Sociolinguistic Approaches to the Prehistory of the Mashriqian (Semitic) Languages,” 

poster presented at the “Evolution of Language” conference, Harvard, March 2002. 

Naccache, A. F., n.d.:  “Steps towards a history of the emergence and accretion of human 

language.” Written version of a PowerPoint presentation at the EELC, May 26-28 2004, 

Brussels.   

Naccache, A. F., n.d.:  “On imagining ‘Natural Resources’.” PowerPoint presentation at the 

4ICAANE, Berlin, April 2004. 

 
I have prepared the following textbooks as a pioneering effort to develop a core 

curriculum for teaching in Arabic the ancient “Semitic” languages.  I have completed the 

typesetting of only the first two volumes, using Arabic fonts I developed specifically for the 

transcription of Akkadian and Aramaic in Arabic.  These textbooks are photocopied and 

provided to the students of the department when needed: 

Naccache, A., 1988:  An introduction to Aramaic: Biblical Aramaic.   

Naccache, A. and H. Zeineh, 1989:  Introduction to Akkadian, by Richard Caplice, translation 

and Arabic adaptation (approved by the author).   

Naccache, A. (1990):  A Tadmurean Chrestomathy.   

Naccache, A. (1991):  An introduction to the Ancient Mashriqian Languages.   

For a description of this curriculum, and of the textbooks developed for it, see:  

Naccache, A. F. H., n.d.:  “A brief description of a curriculum for teaching in Arabic the 

ancient Mashriqian languages,” paper read at the “First Regional Conference on the 

Inscriptions in Bilad ash-Sham prior to the Emergence of Islam,” Irbid, Jordan, 25-27 

April 1994.  Proceedings never published.   


